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Y . In this edition of the newsletter we present an outline of our
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Association. We have a wide range of fun activities for everyone

\if- .. ..ﬂInll main events this fiscal year here at the International
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lined up, so please come along and join in!
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Yamanashi International High School #1 6/3 (Sat)
Come to the only International High School in Yamanashi where you can receive a full day of internationally-themed lessons
from a range of foreign teachers.
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Multi-Cultural Living Salon "Festa Junina” 6/18 (Sun)
Come to celebrate this traditional Brazilian festival which is as popular as Carnival!
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International Salon "Junior High School English Competition™ 6/25 (Sun)
Take part in our all-English quiz game and improve your English communication skills. Prizes for the winners!
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gooooooooy/as0oo0o0on Multi-Cultural Living Salon 7/15(Sat) TBA
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For further details of these events
and others not listed here,
please visit our homepage.
ooooooooooon
Yamanashi International Association
TEL 055-228-5419 / FAX 055-228-5473
www.yia.or.jp e-mail: webmaster@yia.or.jp
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International Salon "International Friendship Day -

For Children™ 8/20 (Sun) People from countries around the world
will introduce games from their homeland!
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Foreign Language Courses 9/06 - 3/07 Weekly language classes offered at the International Centre.
Languages available: English, Chinese, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish, German, ltalian and French.
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Natural Disaster Training for Foreigners - Early September A training session to teach foreign residents about
protective measures to take in the event of a fire, earthquake or other emergency.
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International Salon "Halloween"” 10/29 (Sun)
Terrifying haunted house, costume contest, trick or treat, Halloween games and fun! The best Halloween party in town!
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Consultation for Foreigners Day Mid. November The prefectural lawyers association and other administrative bodies
will be available for consultation sessions on a wide range of issues.
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"World Charity Christmas"” 12/9 (Sat)

Come and enjoy table tennis, music, live performances and more at the annual Charity Christmas Party, with food and
music from around the world! (Proceeds go towards support of international cooperation activities)
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International Salon 2/11 (Sun) TBA Free Beginners Japanese Lessons

Every friday, 7p.m - 9p.m,
at the International Centre
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Private Japanese lessons available from the Yamanashi
Japanese Volunteers Association
Fee: 500 yen for one hour

00000000000 Yamanashi International Association
TELO 055-228-5419 0 FAXO 055-228-5473
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Yamanashi Life Guide: »

Facilities:

0 50 metre pool

0 25 metre pool

O Infant Pool with slide

Charge: (half-day)
0 Adult / Student
O High School

Escaping the Heat”
(Outdoor pools in ‘fan*-a?mstnu

Kose Sports Park (840 Kose, Kofu 400-0836; 055-243-3111; www.kose.sp.pref.

O Junior High School & under
O Elderly (over 65) or disabled

"Oh, when the sun beats down and melts the tar
upon the roof...", so sang The Drifters and
anyone who has been in Yamanashi for more
than twelve months can sympathize, and will soon

be reminded of why they were so glad
when Autumn arrived last year

[

yamanashi.jp)

270 yen |
130 yen Open: Mid-July through to mid-

60 yen August for public use; 10:00 - 16:30

Free Closed: No planned closures during

the above period.

Ak

2-8-1 ka, Kofu 4 252-0121; . . q
F Midorigaoka Sports Park &,y\?w.kﬁglfi?;]r%i?egf jp?s:or(z(/)s(r)\?gjt’sgfrsnid%ri? * Open: Mid-July through to mid-August for public use;

Facilities: Charge: (half-day)
O 50 metre pool O Adult / Student
O 25 metre pool O High School

O Infant Pool with slide [ Junior High School & under

"Once upon atime on the eastern banks
of the ‘River of Heaven’ (Ama no
Gawa, meaning ‘Milky Way' in
Japanese), there lived Orihime (the
Vega star) who was the daughter of the
celestial King. She wove the most
beautiful cloth which would change colour with the seasons and she
wove with such diligence and devotion that her father was very
impressed. When his daughter fell in love with Hikoboshi (the Altair
star), a cowherder who lived on the western side of theriver, the
King allowed the couple to marry.

However, the couple were so in love that the Princess neglected her
weaving and the herder allowed his cows to stray. Initially indulgent
of the newly-married couplé€’s shortcomings the King finally ran out
of patience. He forced the couple to separate and return to their
former sides of the 'River of Heaven', from where they were to toil
as before and in return would be allowed to meet once a year, on the
seventh day of the seventh month.

And so it is that Orihime and Hikoboshi spend the year toiling in
their respective parts of the sky, counting the days until the 7t of
July when they may meet. However, should it rain on July 7" the

ﬁ1eet Summer on your terms; still soaking wet but oh so cool

210 yen
100 yen
50 yen

Culture Corner:

" i Notes On saturday, entrance is free to High School & under.

09:00 - 11:30; 13:00 - 16:30
Closed: 8/1 - 8/4; 8/15 - 8/18 (TBC) |
Notes: On saturday, entrance is free to those of High

School age and under from Kofu. On July 23th and

August 27 all Kofu citizens are free. (TBC)
] ¥
Tanabata 1% %

waters of the 'River of Heaven' will rise and the lovers will remain
separated, and will have to wait another whole year before they are
reunited”.

Thus goes the legend which originated in China, was brought to
Japan and now forms the background to the annual Tanabata
festivities on July 7. Although the exact form the celebrations take
varies from region to region, it is common to decorate a bamboo
branch with long, narrow strips of paper and other ornaments and
talismans. The strips of paper are inscribed with poems and one's
romantic and other aspirations and the bamboo branch istied to a
pole and placed in front of the
house.

The date of the Tanabata festival
was formerly decided according to
the lunar calendar, the 7" month of
which falls close to August.
Consequently, there are some
regions of Japan which hold
Tanabata celebrations in August as
opposed to July.
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From April 1st there have been two new faces at the
International Centre. Following the retirement of former
Training Manager Keisuke Nogiwa and staff member Mika
Maruyama, we are pleased to announce the arrival of the new
Training Manager Tomohiko Ichikawa (left) and new staff
member Tomoko Muramatsu (right). Please join us in
welcoming them to the International Centre.
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Consultations for foreigners

A consultation service is available for
foreigners every Wednesday, from 6:30
to 9 pm, at the International Centre.
Consultant: Johny Hayashi
Languages: Indonesian, Portuguese,
Spanish, English, Japanese.

* Every first Wed. of each month,
lawyer and Prof. Onodera Shinobu
from Yamanashi Gakuin Univ. will
join the regular consultation service.

Jwne

Yamanashi International High School
When: Saturday, June 3rd; 10:00 — 16:30
Where: Yamanashi International Centre
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Who for: Those with english ability
equivalent to Eiken level 2 or 3.

Limit: 60 people

Entrance: 1,000 yen (incl. lunch)
Multi-Cultural Living Salon

‘Festa Junina’

When: Sunday, June 18™; 13:00 — 16:00
Where: Kosai Nozon Kankyo Kaizen
Centre (Minami-Alps City)

Entrance: Free!

International Salon ‘Junior High
School English Competition’

When: Sunday, June 25%"; 9300 — 17:00
Where: Yamanashi International Centre
Who for: Junior High School Students
Limit: 60 students

Entrance: 1,000 yen (incl. lunch)

Judy

International Camp

When: July 27th - 28th (Th. - Fr.)
Where: Yamanashi-ken Shonen Shizen
no le (Kiyasato)

Who for: Junior High School students
Limit: 40 students

Entrance: 5,000 yen (incl. food & board)

[ Enquiries to:
Yamanashi International Association
lida 2-2-3, Kofu, Yamanashi 400-0035
Tel. 055-228-5419 Fax. 055-228-5473
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Published by Yamanashi International Association

Oooooooooooo
edited by Keiko Sakagami, Ben Morris and Erica Tanaka
0 400-0035 0 00O O2-2-3

Dear Readers, | hope you like the new-look newsletter. Don't forget, if
you have any comments or suggestions please let us know. One
consequence of the new format isthat the space for each editor's note has
gotten smaller. Now, if | don't think carefully about what I'm writing |
run the risk of waffling and will probably run out of............ damn.
-Ben-

Caros leitores,

Tabunka kyosei trata-se da coexisténcia multicultural que é a
pauta em destaque dentro da sociedade japonesa em relacéo a
comunidade estrangeira. Entende-se por coexistir, integrar e ndo
isolar. Assimilar e ndo impor. N&o hé cultura melhor ou pior, elas
sao apenas diferentes. Pensem nisso!

-Erica-

2-2-3 lida, Kofu-shi, Yamanashi-ken, Japan 400-0035
TEL 055-228-5419 / FAX 055-228-5473
http: /7/www.yia.or.jpZindex.html e-mail : webmaster@yia.or.jp
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The International Centre is open daily from 9:00am to 9:00pm
except on Mondays and on the day following a national holiday.





