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Fevereiro é o més da historia afro-americana.

No dia 9 de fevereiro, foi realizado o seminario "O Japéo sob a
optica de uma afro-americana" apresentado por Ayanna Hobbs,
ex-bolsista da Universidade Provincial de Yamanashi. A neve nao
espantou os mais de 80 participantes que puderam aprender
sobre a histéria afro-americana e se divertir com mdusica gospel
e comidas tipicas.

February is the African-American History Month.
Ayanna Hobbs stayed in Yamanashi Prefecture for one year as
an exchange student several years ago. On Saturday, February
9th, she came back to Yamanashi and gave a speech on [ The
Splendor of Japan Through African-American Eyes J . More
than 80 participants came despite heavy snow ourside. Everyone
enjoyed the speech as well as the Gospel music and the food.
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No Bags. Thank You!

If you have tones of Ogino (plastic shopping) bags
stuffed somewhere in your house, it is time to reduce them by
reuse or recycling!

Disposal of plastic shopping bags has becoming a major
environmental concern in many countries and Japan is no
exception. Since last August, many local authorities have been
running campaigns to encourage people to bring "my shopping
bag" ( <A 73y % ) when they go to the supermarkets or retails
shops. The idea is backed by more and more people, therefore,
it was announced on 2nd of February by Yamanashi Prefectural
Assembly that, a plastic bag levy would be introduced from
this Spring to more than 100 supermarket stores in Yamanashi
prefecture including "Ogino" and "Ichiyama". Most of the chain
stores agreed to charge ¥5 yen per bag, eco-oriented grocery
stores Yamato, which have only 10 stores over the prefecture,
will only charge ¥2 yen starting Friday, 21st of March.

A number of countries such as The Republic of Ireland
and New Zealand have also adopted a range of approaches to cut
down or discourage the use of plastic shopping bags. Ireland
introduced a €0.15 levy on every plastic shopping bag supplied
in stores in 2002. The result led to a 90% reduction in use of
plastic bags. The number of plastic bags used dropped to 85
million in a year, however the number was back to 115 million in
2005 and has risen steadily since (The Sydney Morning Herald).
Supermarkets in New Zealand on the other hand charge NZD10c
(JPY¥9) for each plastic bag, or encourage customers to use stock

cotton boxes. In recent years, some supermarkets sell cloth

VIKRBWOZEA!

bags as an alternative to their customers, nevertheless it is still
common behaviours for shoppers to receive plastic shopping
bags.

Plastic shopping bags have the reusable advantage
compared with single-use paper bags. However, as plastic bags
are made of petrochemicals and when improperly disposed,
they are easily turned into the arch criminal to destroy our
environment. Plastic shopping bags can be used as rubbish bags
maybe the other reason why they are still popular. Take Kofu
city as an example, citizens are not regulated to buy and use
appointed rubbish bags, as along as clear bags are being used.
At the same time, the research also suggested that Kofu citizens
clearly have less keenness to carry "my shopping bags" compared
with other areas, because the "needs" are higher (Yamanashi
Sannichi News).

There are of course situations where plastic shopping
bags come handy, such as when buying meat or raw products.
New technology brings ease and convenience into our lives;
however, this convenience may come at a price for the society.
To reuse, recycle and reduce plastic shopping bags is only the
first step. So, when you go shopping next time, don't forget to
say "fukuro ha irimasen" (No Bags. Thank You!) or alternatively
always carrying "my bag/box". You may not be there to protect
elephants from ivory poachers or on a rubber dinghy to stop
all whaling activities, but with this little action from everyone,
step-by-step we might be able to restore the environment this

planet once offered to us.

Festival Information: 38th Annual Shingen-ko Festival

Shingen-ko Festival Schedule:
Friday, April 4, 2008: Opening Ceremony

Saturday, April 5, 2008: Deployment of the Koshu Battalion

The highlight of this festival is the parade of the Takeda Army, which is made up by local citizens dressed in
samurai costumes of the famous twenty-four knights of Takeda and more than 1,000 warriors and princesses

marching around Kofu city.

For further details, please visit http://www.pref.yamanashijp/global_net/html/English/46855053104.html
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Members of the Japan Guide Association operate walking tours
in the Mt. Fuji region, and will guide you to scenic points, historical
buildings and traces of volcanic activity.

HEEABABYEERGS (GA) 2ENE LU & Z DEIHIFHD
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M Fuji Viewing Tour (2 ILDOBFE & B % Rt)
W Walking Mt. Fuji Foothills (EXLE> +—2)
B Guided Nature Walk “Explore Mt. Fuji” (EtIL%x 1A Fv¥—o+—%)

For further detail and reservations, visit our Website.
FHLLE RO I A b ECELREE
http://www.jga-walkingtours.jp/
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Consultas juridicas para
estrangeiros e aconselhamentos
diversos.

Todas as quartas-feiras, das 18h30 as 21h com
agendamento por telefone.

Local: Centro Internacional de Yamanashi.
Consultas em bahasa indonésia, portugués,
espanhol, inglés e japonés.

* As consultas juridicas gratuitas sdo
realizadas somente na primeira quarta-feira
do més.

Aulas gratuitas de japonés

Data: todas as sextas-feiras, das 19 as 21h.
Local: Centro Internacional de Yamanashi
Publico-alvo: todos os estrangeiros residentes
na provincia e que tenham interesse em
aprender o idioma japonés.

O curso € gratuito.

Maio

Cursos de lingua e cultura de
outono

"Introducdo a Conversacdo em chinés",
"Cultura taiwanesa" e "Conversac¢do
bdsica em inglés" sdo os novos cursos que
serdo oferecidos nesta estacdo além dos jd

tradicionais.

Data: Os cursos terdo inicio a partir do dia 8
de maio.

Local: Cnetro Internacional de Yamanashi.
Para mais informacdes, vide posteres e a
pdgina na Internet - www.yia.or.jp.

"T' & T in English "

O evento "T & T in English" serd uma tarde
de chd e discussdes sobre temas da atualidade
em inglés. Para participar, basta fazer a
inscricao e soltar a lingua!

Data: Sdbado, 17 de maio. Das 13h as 16h30.
Local: Centro Internacional de Yamanshi.
Taxa de participagdo: 500 ienes

Vagas limitadas a 60 participantes.

Free Legal Consultation for
Foreigners

Time: Every Wednesday night, 18:30~21:00
Location: Yamanashi International Centre.
Consultant: Johnny Hayashi.

The consultation is available in English,
Indonesian, Portuguese, Spanish and
Japanese. The service is FREE OF CHARGE.
* Mr. Hayashi is accompanied by other legal
professionals on the first Wednesday of every
month.

Japanese Language Class

Time: Every Friday night, 19:00~21:00
Location: Yamanashi International Centre
The class is for foreign residents in Yamanashi
and is FREE OF CHARGE.

May
"Language Classes in Spring"

The International Centre is introducing three
new classes from this Spring, "Taiwanese
Culture", "Everyday English in Conversation"
and "Chinese for Beginners".

Time: From Thursday, May 8th~

Location: Yamanashi International Centre.

* Please refer to the YIA website
(www.yia.or.jp) for further details.

"T'& T in English "

The event is coming back by popular demand.
Tea & Talk in English is like the event "Tea
Afternoon in English" last year , where
participants are able to discuss current issues
in English while enjoying a cup of tea.

If you want to practice your English and
improve your discussion skills over a cup of
tea, then come along and join our "T & T in
English".

Time: Saturday, May 17th. 13:00 ~ 16:30
Location: Yamanashi International Centre
Entrance Fee: 500 Yen

Capacity: 60 people

The International centre is open daily from 9:00am to 9:00pm
except on Mondays and on the day following a national holiday.

URL www.yia.or.jp
MAIL webmaster@yia.or.jp
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Caros Leitores,

Com a chegada da primavera o encanto da flores
de cerejeiras enchem os olhos e os coragdes. Com a
chegada do novo ano fiscal e da nova estagao, é o
prendncio de um novo passo para novos projetos e
conquistas. Este ano, em especial, muito se ouvird
sobre o Brasil em razao das celebracées do Ano
do Intercdmbio Japao-Brasil. Espero que juntos,
comecemos a escrever um novo capitulo da historia
dos lagos nipo-brasileiros em Yamanashi a partir da
compreensao, integracdo e respeito mutuo. Méos a
obral Um forte abraco.

Erica

It's getting warmer, it must be Spring!!! Yippee~
Even though the Taiga TV series of "Furinkazan" has
ended in December, the annual Shingenko Matsuri
will still be the centre of attention this April.
Last year, when | went to see the Shingenko Matsuri
at the Maizurujo park, | happened to witness the
phenomenal scenery of cherry blossoms falling in
the wind. There were looks of wonder in people's
eyes, even the host on the stage stopped his speech
and made a comment about it. You'd think that with
cherry blossom everywhere in Spring, it's no biggie to
see the petals falling. The gustK wind blew the petals
off from trees on both sides of the park, which created
a magical carpet of cherry petals. (What the X#%?, you
might say...) Only when you see it you'd believe me!
i-Mei
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