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Memories of Yamanashi

Brian Adam Hoover
00000000 o0oooooo

I’ve been living in Y amanashi for amost half ayear and |
can finally say I'm starting to get used to the life here. When
| think about it, Yamanashi reminds me alot of my home
back in lowa. It is not a particularly exciting place, but the
landscape is beautiful and people are usualy pretty friendly. |
know | will always miss this place once | return back to lowa
in afew short months.

Before | came to Japan | had read a little about
Y amanashi. So | knew afew things, but of course not
everything can be explained in abook. Y ou have to see, taste,
and experience these things for yourself. | still can’t get over
the fact that while I’m writing this | am able to glance at Mt.
Fuji through my window. | send my family pictures, but |
know it’s not
the same thing
as actually
being here.
Also, there are
no mountains
in lowaso just
being outside-
hereisafun
experience for
me. | could
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ride my bike around Kofu for hours while listening to my
ipod.

Since I’ m interested in martial arts, and thisis Japan, | was
sure that my college would have some sort of club. Sinceit
didn’t, | coincidentally found a school teaching the Afro-
Brazilian martial art "Capoeira.” |I' ve become more interested
in not only Japan, but many other countries and cultures while
I’ve been living here.

Probably the most important thing | realized here is that
not only Japanese people speak Japanese. Thereisthisidea
that English is the international language and if you speak it
you can communicate with people al over the world. In
Americal only spoke English, but | didn’t really have that
feeling that | could just talk to anybody | wanted to.

Sometimes you have to make an effort to learn another’s
language. Living with other foreigners here in Y amanashi |
am able to talk to people from Korea, China, and Iran to name
afew. If we didn’t study Japanese, there would be no way for
us to communicate. My friends back at home laugh when |
tell them that | have to speak Japanese in order to talk to my
Mexican friend. Although I’ m sure nothing is like your first
trip to Yamanashi, I’ d like to return to this place some day.

Kim Sang-Eun
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The first Saturday of each April, Kofu city travels back in time to honor Takeda Shingen,
who was a Y amanashi-born warlord with military prestige and sought for the control of
Japan in the late stage of the “warring states” period. Furinkazan, the battle flag used by
him are seen all over town. According to The Art of War, Furinkazan means, “Move as
swift asawind, stay as silent as forest, attack fierce like fire, and unmovable defense like
amountain.”

The highlight of the Shingen Matsuri is the parade of the Takeda Army, which is made up by local citizens dressed in
samurai costumes of the famous twenty-four knights of Takada and more than 1000 warriors and princesses marching
around the town.

Therefore, to participate in the Shigen-ko Matsuri is aonce in alifetime experience that you would not want to miss.

Date: 7" April 2007
Entry Fee: Samura 10,000 yen
Soldier/Princess 7,000 yen

(Including: Insurance/costume/souvenir photos)
Application: Fill out the application form and fax to 055-221-3040
Enquiries: 055-231-2722 or visit www.yamanashi-kankou.jp/shingen/

The Japanese are famous for their superb works of art.
Some of the artistic styles came originally from China,
while others have been influenced by the invasion of new
and alien ideas that get absorbed, imitated and finally,
assimilated.

The International Centre in Kofu is proud to present the
Japan Festival 2007, whichison the 11" of February. There
will be various Japanese cultural activities that you can
enjoy!

Tea Ceremony (Sado): The Japanese Tea Ceremony isa
traditional ritual influenced by Zen Buddhism. It is
prepared by a skilled practitioner with powered green tea
(matcha), and then served with special swests.

Calligraphy (Shodo): Calligraphy iswidely practiced in
the East Asian countries such as China, Japan and Korea.
The calligraphy is originated and developed from China,
specifically theink and brush writing of Chinese characters.
Flower Arrangement (Ikebana): The Japanese flower
arrangement is based on three main points that symbolise
heaven, earth and humankind.The Japanese devote their

¥

A

= |
attention on the linear aspects arrangement. Apart from the
flowers, vases, stems and |eaves are also part of the art.

A Vertical Bamboo Flute (Shakuhachi): The shakuhachi
is a Japanese end-blown flute, which isheld vertically like a
recorder. Its name means its size “1.8 foot”. It is
traditionally made by bamboo in which it creates a soulful
sound. However, shakuhachis nowadays are made mainly
in wood and plastic.

The Japanese Drums (Wataiko): The word “ taiko”
means drum in Japanese. Outside of Japan, the word is
referred to any of the Japanese drums (Wataiko). In the
ancient time, taiko were often used by the Japanese warriors
to motivate troops, and to call out orders or announcements.

Don't all of them sound new and fascinating? Come and
join usin this wonderful event. (see the Event Calendar for
details)
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February

Yamanashi Foreigners' Speech Contest
To all foreigners in Yamanashi. Come to show

off your Japanese and express your opinions
about living here! No matter you are a
beginner or very fluent in Japanese, YOU ARE
ALL WELCOME!!

When: Saturday, February 3rd 1pm-~

Where: Yamanashi International Centre

Who For: Local foreign residents

Entrance: Free

Number Limit: 60 people

Japan Festival

Do you know what "Shakuhachi" or "Taiko" is?
Come to enjoy the Flower arrangement, Tea
ceremony, Calligraphy and Japanese Cooking in the
International Centre. Plus we are having the Great
World Peace Drum Team to come. So come and
experience the difference!

When: Sunday, February 11th, 1:00pm~4:30pm

B 0000000000000 Where: Yamanashi International Centre
o000 o0o00000o0ooooooon Entrance Fee: Adults: 500 yen
oo000oO0o0O0o0booOooooooo Students: 300 yen
o0oooO0ooooooo (Elementary - High School)
ooo0o0o0oboO0oO0obDOoOooDoOo Under Elementary School: Free
oooooo (additional 1,000 yen for the Flower arrangement)
ooooooo Number Limit: 60 people
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Even though people have been saying that this winter is warmer than usual, to
me, | still feel a strong attachment to my "kotatsu" and a bath before bed. | can
still remember how excited | was when | saw thefirst snow in January, but when
| was reminded by the freezingness afterwards, | would probably prefer to see

snow on TV rather than in thereal life!!!
-Yi-Mei -

"Para os amiguinhos na Tailandia. Robert™ estava num bilhete
cuidadosamente colado em uma das centenas de caixas de brinquedos
que arrecadamos no Charity Christmas. O Robert jamais viu as criancas
tailandesas e elas tampouco a ele, mas eu tive a chance de estar proxima
a elas e gostaria que 0 Robert soubesse que o seu gesto de carinho levou
sonhos e estampou sorrisos nos rostos de centenas de criangas. Que este
gesto se repita (entre os adultos) de varias formas ao longo do ano, a
partir do respeito matuo e a compreenséo do outro. Um étimo 2007 aos

queridos leitores!
-Erica-
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Consultations for foreigners

A consultation service is available for foreigners
every Wednesday, from 6:30 to 9 pm, at the
International Centre.

Consultant: Johny Hayashi

Languages: Indonesian, Portuguese, Spanish,
English, Japanese.

* Every first Wed. of each month, a lawyer and
Prof. Onodera Shinobu from Yamanashi
Gakuin Univ. will join the regular consultation
service.

Japanese Classes

When: Every Friday; 19:00 - 21:00

Where: Yamanashi International Centre

Class Fee: Free!

Who For: Foreign residents wishing to learn
Japanese/

fevereiro-

Concurso de oratoéria para estrangeiros
"Minhas impressdes vivendo em Yamanashi" é
o tema deste concurso de oratéria que é
voltado aos estrangeiros em geral que estejam
estudando a lingua japonesa. Pega ao seu
professor que faga a sua inscri¢do. Vagas
limitadas a dez participantes.

Quando: Sabado, 3 de fevereiro.

Onde: Centro Internacional de Yamanashi
Publico alvo: residentes estrangeiros.

Japan Festival
Venham passar uma tarde agadavel com a

familia e os amigos vivenciando diferentes
aspectos da cultura japonesa: ceriménia do
cha- sado, caligrafia japonesa - shodd, ikebana,
apresentacdo de instrumentos musicais
tradicionais japoneses - shakuhachi, taiko além
de diversdes para as criangas.

Quando: Domingo, dia 11 de fevereiro.
Onde: Yamanashi International Center.
Quanto: 500 ienes (adultos); 300 ienes
(estudantes até o Ensino Médio) e entrada
franca para as criangas até a pré-escola.
Publico alvo: residentes estrangeiros em
geral.

OBS: sera acrescida uma taxa de 1000 ienes
extra aos participantes das sessoes de ikebana.

@@@5/@

Published by Yamanashi International Association
oo0ooooo0ooooon
edited by Keiko Sakagami, Erica Tanaka and Yi-Mei Lee

00 400-0035 00000 2-2-3

2-2-3 lida, Kofu-shi, Yamanashi-ken, Japan 400-0035
TEL 055-228-5419 / FAX 055-228-5473
http: //www.yia.or.jp/index.html

e-mail : webmaster@yia.or.jp

Central Hospital
ooooood

N

. JR Kofu Station
JR Chuo Line
0oooo oooo
.. JA Kaikan
Gs  JADOO Prefectural
Gs ° ° office
00000

Alps Dori
ooooooo

Yamanashi International Center
0oo0oooooooog

lida Dori
ooooo

The International Centre is open daily from 9:00am to 9:00pm

except on Mondays and on the day following a national holiday.





